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Issues of the Heart: 03 An Obedient Heart

1 Introduction
1.1 Text: 1 Sam 13:1-16

1.2 Background
a. the Bible tells us that we need to keep our hearts with ALL diligence 

because the heart is at the centre of ALL issues of Life
Pr 4:23* Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life.

a. we are told to GUARD it and to keep it safe - and the bible warns us 
over and over again to beware of the heart because our failure to 
guard it is going to lead to trouble in our lives

b. and so very often, we find that people all over the world are 
experiencing "Heart Trouble", not the medical condition, but the 
spirtual condition

c. and very often, this condition is so much worse and so much more 
destructive than even the medical heart trouble

d. ALL people, even you and I are vulnerable to trouble when it comes 
to the issues of the heart, no exceptions

b. but what is especially tragic is when we see Christians having trouble 
guarding their hearts
a. because our failure to guard our hearts not only leads to trouble in 

our lives

b. but as we have seen previously, that this exposes to us what is 
really lying deep inside our hearts

Mt 12:35* A good man out of the good treasure of the 
heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.

c. and that it is not the outside things that happen to us that defile us 
spiritually, but rather the contents of our hearts

(Mr 7:21-23)
21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness:
23 All these evil things come from within, and defile 
the man.
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1 Introduction

1.2 Background

b. but what is especially tragic is when we see Christians having trouble 
guarding their hearts

d. and because of this ability to DEFILE us, spiritual "Heart Trouble" is 
highly TOXIC or Poisonous to the believer

e. which is why we are told to guard our hearts with ALL Diligence - ie. 
with everything that we have, the word literally has to do with the 
idea of mounting a prison guard

c. Today we are going to see another aspect of spiritual "Heart Trouble" 
and that is the issue of having an Obedient Heart

1.3 Outline: An Obedient Heart
a. God uses Situations to Expose our Heart

b. God uses Delays to Expose our Heart

c. God Desires our Obedience more than our Worship

2 God uses Situations to Expose our Heart
2.1 Saul had been in the office of the King for about 2 years when we 

come to the beginning of this chapter v.1
a. and Saul had been anointed the King of Israel at the time that was 

close to the end of the time of the Judges

b. and Samuel was the last Judge of Israel and he was holding the 
offices of Prophet, Priest and Judge of Israel 

2.2 and we see that he had a permanent fighting force of about 3,000 
men and had divided them into 2 groups v.2

a. 2,000 men that were under the direct command of Saul

b. and another 1,000 men that were with Jonathan

c. we notice that throughout the reign of Saul that Israel was in a state of 
constant war against the Philistines

2.3 v.3 we see that Jonathan took his men and conducted a Raid 
operation on a Philistine garrison at Geba

a. here was a military base or stronghold that was used by the Philistines 
to consolidate their control over the region 

b. It would seem that Saul had ordered Jonathan to conduct such a raid 
and attack and that he used the attack to INSTIGATE a fight with the 
Philistines

c. this seems to be the case because v.3 shows us that the goal 
seemed to be for the Philistines to KNOW about the attack and then 
Saul followed it up with a CALL for the nation to mobilze for Battle
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2 God uses Situations to Expose our Heart

2.4 v.4 we see the Nature of that Attack
1Sa 13:4* And all Israel heard say that Saul had smitten a 
garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel also was had in 
abomination with the Philistines. And the people were 
called together after Saul to Gilgal.

a. it was an Unprovoked Sneak Attack - ie. there was no declaration of 
war
it was commonly agreed that when 2 armies go to battle, that this 
would be something that was pre-ARRANGED or mutually agreed
they would agree on where they would meet and that's why we would 
see very often in the OT that the armies would be set in array and then 
both sides would be JOINED in battle
1 Sam 4:2 shows us an example of this kind of coming together for 
battle

1Sa 4:2* And the Philistines put themselves in array 
against Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel was 
smitten before the Philistines: and they slew of the army in 
the field about four thousand men.

and so even in our Modern Day conflicts, surprise attacks are 
conducted only when 2 countries are already in a state of War

b. we see that in the Response by the Philistines - that "Israel also was 
had in abomination with the Philistines"
the word means the attack was seen as "DISGUSTING" to the 
Philistines
this is another way of saying that the whole incident did STINK with the 
Philistines, in much the same way as the attack on Pearl Harbour by 
the Japanese or the Sept 11 Attacks on the World Trade Centre in NYC
those incidences created a Big Stink as did the attack on the Philistine 
garrison

2.5 I want us to take a closer look at the whole Situation to see that this 
whole incident already EXPOSES some issues with Saul's heart that I 
believe is necessary for us to Apply in our lives

a. Saul created an Unprovoked Incident to INSTIGATE a war against the 
Philistines
prior to this chapter, there was already a state of peace between Israel 
and the Philistines even though they had occupied some of Israel's 
territory
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2 God uses Situations to Expose our Heart

2.5 I want us to take a closer look at the whole Situation to see that this 
whole incident already EXPOSES some issues with Saul's heart that I 
believe is necessary for us to Apply in our lives

a. Saul created an Unprovoked Incident to INSTIGATE a war against the 
Philistines

this wasn't a battle that God had told Saul to fight or indicated in any 
way that it was God's Will - Saul acted on his own Presumptuously

b. Saul used DISHONOURABLE methods in order to achieve his goals
the ends justified the means where Saul's leadership was concerned
God is interested not just in what we Do, but HOW we do it

Jas 4:8* Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded.

how we Live and Serve God must be done with Clean Hands and a 
Pure Heart

c. Saul CLAIMED CREDIT for other people's Success v.4
"Saul had smitted a garrison of the Philistines" - he just risked his 
son's life and claimed the credit at the same time for the successful 
raid
this showed us one thing - it was all about him, not about the nation or 
even if it was God's will for them to go to battle
it was one big "Ego Trip" as we call it today - to enhance his own 
Reputation

d. Saul created Trouble to Force a Situation with his own People
it gave Israel No Choice but to go to battle, men that have to leave 
their wives and children to go to war - possibly dying in battle and not 
returning home

e. If we look elsewhere in 1 Sam, we would see that Saul had a habit of 
forcing the nation to take Risks on his behalf to settle a Personal 
Grudge

1Sa 14:24* And the men of Israel were distressed that 
day: for Saul had adjured the people, saying, Cursed be the 
man that eateth any food until evening, that I may be 
avenged on mine enemies. So none of the people tasted 
any food.

2.6 by Saul doing this, they are now Plunged into a State of War against 
the Philistines

a. all this was Provoked by Saul, not something that God had Willed nor 
something that God had Allowed

3 God uses Delays to Expose our Heart
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3.1 Saul FACED a Powerful Enemy v.5

 5* And the Philistines gathered themselves together to 
fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand 
horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea shore 
in multitude: and they came up, and pitched in Michmash, 
eastward from Bethaven.

a. there were 30,000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen

b. and soldiers that were so many that they were like the sand on the 
sea shore and they were now PITCHED in formation waiting for Israel to 
join them for battle

c. and so we see that while Saul was dishonourable in his attack, the 
Philistines operated according to the "Rules of Engagement" and were 
there waiting now for Israel to get organized for battle

d. can I Add that when we act presumptuously, that very often we find 
ourselves biting off MORE than we can CHEW?

e. Saul got more than he had bargained for and it was having an effect 
on the men of Israel

3.2 Saul's men FLED from the face of Battle v.6-7
 6* When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait, 
(for the people were distressed,) then the people did hide 
themselves in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and in 
high places, and in pits.
 7* And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land 
of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all 
the people followed him trembling.

a. the men were in a "strait" - Saul put them in a Difficult Situation

b. the men were "distressed" - ie. they were under "PRESSURE" and 
were troubled by the whole scene unfolding before them

c. the men Fled way - they hid in caves, in bushes, among rocks and high 
places and found holes in the ground to hide

d. there were others who had decided (v.7) to get across the Jordan river 
to the land of Gad and Gilead, so that they would be furtherest away 
from the fighting

e. what worse, the remaining men who were with Saul were literally 
"shaking in their boots" at the prospect of the battle
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3 God uses Delays to Expose our Heart

3.3 Saul was COMMANDED to Wait for Samuel v.8
 8* ¶ And he tarried seven days, according to the set time 
that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; 
and the people were scattered from him.

a. we see here that Saul WAITED for 7 days for Samuel to arrive
this was Samuel's INSTRUCTIONS to Saul - to WAIT
we will see later that this was also God's Word to Saul - to WAIT

b. Samuel was called there to Offer Prayers and Sacrifices to God before 
they went to Battle
but we see here that for some reason or other, Samuel had not arrived 
yet and was Delayed
but while waiting, more and more men were running away from the 
battle scene and Saul was losing more and more of the men's support

3.4 Saul's Self-Will was Exposed by the Delay v.9-10
a. to Stop the further Loss of fighting men, Saul DECIDED to offer the 

Burnt Sacrifice and the Peace Offerings

b. whether he did it personally or not, the scripture doesn't say but what 
is clear is this:
Saul decided not to wait for Samuel anymore
Saul decided to take things into his Own Hands
Saul decided to Officiate the whole sacrifice without Samuel

4 God Desires our Obedience more than our Worship
4.1 Saul was Confronted by Samuel v.11

a. no sooner that we sin, we are often confronted about it

4.2 Saul used the Situation to Excuse himself v.11-12
 11* And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And Saul said, 
Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and 
that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that 
the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash;
 12* Therefore said I, The Philistines will come down now 
upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication unto 
the LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt 
offering.

a. Saul Used his EYES and saw himself losing his soldiers' support

b. Saul Accused Samuel of arriving Late
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4 God Desires our Obedience more than our Worship

4.2 Saul used the Situation to Excuse himself v.11-12
 11* And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And Saul said, 
Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and 
that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that 
the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash;
 12* Therefore said I, The Philistines will come down now 
upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication unto 
the LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt 
offering.

c. Saul Saw that the Philistines were already lined up in Battle

d. Saul was Worried that the Philistines would Attack them anytime 
without Warning
never mind that it was Saul who was the one who used such tactics - 
was it guilty conscience?

e. Saul used the issue of Urgency to Justify his actions

f. Saul spiritualized his decision - that he had not prayed yet to God and 
was about to be dragged into battle by the Philistines

g. Saul claimed that he had NO CHOICE but to take it upon himself to 
Offer a Burn Offering since Samuel wasn't being very Cooperative

4.3 Saul's sin was Exposed v.13-14
a. Saul took on the Office of High Priest on his own Accord

you will see that the only High Priest and King was Melchizedek and 
Christ - one a picture of Christ our High Priest and the other is our very 
High Priest
it was NOT an Office or Appointment for Saul to take on himself
King Uzziah was Judged by God and made a Leper for presuming upon 
the office of the Priest

(2Ch 26:18-20)
18 And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, 
It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto 
the LORD, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are 
consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for 
thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour 
from the LORD God.
19 Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to 
burn incense: and while he was wroth with the priests, the 
leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in 
the house of the LORD, from beside the incense altar.
20 And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked 
upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and 
they thrust him out from thence; yea, himself hasted also 
to go out, because the LORD had smitten him.

b. this was Self-Will - it had nothing to do with being Decisive as a Leader 
or a man
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4 God Desires our Obedience more than our Worship

4.3 Saul's sin was Exposed v.13-14

c. it did not matter how many people Saul had with him to Fight the 
enemy
God had proven over and over again that He was the one that gave 
them the victory, even at times, fighting the enemy without a single 
man from Israel being involved
Israel had won battles in the past using a far smaller force - Gideon's 
300 men
his own son Jonathan understood this Principle very well and he Took 
Courage in that Truth

1Sa 14:6* And Jonathan said to the young man that bare 
his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of 
these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work 
for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by 
many or by few.

we often fear the most when it comes to a situation where our own 
Personal Resources run low - eg. bank account, cash, time

d. it did not matter that his Priest was LATE
Saul is saying here that Samuel was Late

a. WHAT if God had Providentially delayed Samuel for a Reason?

b. so many Christians fall into the sin of Presumption just because 
God decided to Delay a Prayer Request

c. What if God was using this as a TEST of Saul's Character? 
whether he would still trust God when he was under Pressure?

he is accusing Samuel that he was NOT a man of his word!
a. Samuel was old - was Saul justified in doing this just because 

Samuel took longer to get there because of he could not walk as 
far as before?

b. Maybe Samuel had a habit of underestimating the amount of 
time he would need for a task?

Samuel's FAULTS are not the Issue here
a. neither are Samuel's faults the JUSTIFICATION for Saul to do 

wrong

b. we so often ERR when we think that IF someone does something 
wrong to us - that it gives us the reason/excuse now to do 
something wrong

c. this happens so often in Marriages, with young people or even in 
church when it concerns a leader or the pastor
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4.3 Saul's sin was Exposed v.13-14

d. it did not matter that his Priest was LATE

Samuel's FAULTS are not the Issue here

c. this happens so often in Marriages, with young people or even in 
church when it concerns a leader or the pastor

d. whatever the case - it is NEVER right to do wrong just because 
someone did something wrong or we perceive that they did 
something wrong

e. God holds us accountable either way for our Proper Response

Neither was it Saul's business to Correct Samuel his Priest
a. many Christians presume that it is their God-given role to Correct 

or straighten out their Pastor or Parents
1Ti 5:1* Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a 
father; and the younger men as brethren;

b. God knows how to deal with his own erring leaders if they are 
wrong - it is not your place

c. it was not for Saul to tell Samuel

"Sam, since you obviously don't know how to conduct a 
worship service on time and meet the needs over the 
people, I decided to show you HOW it is done."

d. people - it is not your place to do that to your parents either - look 
at the kind of response needed in 1 Tim 5:1 again - to "intreat" - 
to "plead"

e. God placed that spiritual authority over Saul for him to OBEY and 
SUBMIT, not to straighten out

e. it did not matter that they were Faced with a Large, Powerful Enemy
we had seen earlier already that God is STILL able to deliver them 
even against a powerful enemy
ALL Saul needed to do was to go back to the Written Word of God and 
he would have KNOWN that God had done this so many times before
I believe the issue wasn't whether Saul knew or not, but rather it was 
the Condition of his Heart - he was NOT prepared to Obey God Fully 
regardless of the Circumstances

f. v.12 What Saul THINKS does NOT matter
Saul said "I think" - he depended on his own understanding

Pr 3:5* Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding.

it is what God Thinks and what He has to SAY that matters MOST

g. the External Performance does not Matter to God
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4 God Desires our Obedience more than our Worship

4.3 Saul's sin was Exposed v.13-14

g. the External Performance does not Matter to God
it was not about whether Saul had prayed or not - the issue had 
EVERYTHING to do with Saul's Obedience vs Presumption and his 
willingness to Submit to God by WAITING
God ALLOWS delays to increase our DEPENDENCE on Him
you want to see a person of faith - look for someone who's Dependent 
on God, not on himself, someone who's willing to WAIT for God 
regardless of how things look

h. the "I Had No Choice" Argument is NOT valid with God
Saul said that he had to "force" himself to do this, he had no choice 
about the matter

4.4 God Demotes Saul from Usefulness to God v.13-14
(1Sa 13:13,14)
13 And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou 
hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, 
which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have 
established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.
14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath 
sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath 
commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou 
hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.

a. v.13 when we lean on our Own Understanding - it is Foolishness to God
1Co 1:25* Because the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
1Co 3:19* For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness.

b. the Issue was that of Disobedience to God's Word & Commandment
let us understand that it was God's WILL for Saul to WAIT for Samuel to 
arrive, no matter what
he was to SUBMIT to God's will on this matter - but the delay exposed 
his disobedient heart
God CANNOT have a king who will not be obedient to the Lord
by the way, God will NOT have a Christian who is not wiling to Obey the 
Lord

c. the Other Issue is that of Saul's HEART
v.14 - Saul's rule as King will NOT continue because of the condition of 
his heart - it was a Disobedient and Presumptuous heart
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4 God Desires our Obedience more than our Worship

4.4 God Demotes Saul from Usefulness to God v.13-14
(1Sa 13:13,14)
13 And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou 
hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, 
which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have 
established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.
14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath 
sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath 
commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou 
hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.

c. the Other Issue is that of Saul's HEART

that disobedient heart was something that Disqualified Saul as 
Captain over God's people

d. God Desires Obedience above all things v.14
No Christian can be useful to God if he is not able to submit or obey - 
sometimes the greater difficulty is when God requires us to obey Him 
through earthly Authorities
eg. obeying a huband, a parent who's not living right, a spiritual leader 
who's merely a sinner saved by Grace

e. God tells us here that He is looking for a man after God's own heart - 
someone who has the same HEART as God
I believe God is looking today for a man or a woman after God's own 
heart
someone who is willing to follow the Lord NO MATTER what seems to 
be happening (or NOT happening) in their lives

f. Sadly as we close our text in v.15 & 16
we see that Saul & Jonathan were left with 600 men, LESS than 
before Saul had Provoked this war
v.16 interestingly we also see that they withdrew from the battlefield 
and did not engage the Philistines, while the Philistines continued to 
camp in Michmash but did NOT attack

5 Conclusion
5.1 What Decisions do we feel "Forced" into?

a. Satan Drives, Jesus Leads

5.2 What Decisions are we being made to WAIT for in Our Lives?
a. God's Delays are there to develop Greater Dependence, Obedience 

and Submission

b. waiting for a career direction, job, university course choice?

c. God's will concerning what to do next in our lives?

d. waiting for a marriage partner, to conceive a child?

5.3 What are we Justifying that is wrong by someone else's Actions?
a. Problem with your Parents?

b. Problem with Authorities over your Life?

c. Problem with something that someone else did wrong to you?

d. Problem with your Pastor or spiritual leaders?
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5 Conclusion

5.3 What are we Justifying that is wrong by someone else's Actions?

e. It could very well be that God allows this (even through someone else's 
faults) to show us something that is in our hearts that we need to deal 
with

5.4 Illus: Hmong young people's decisions about Marriage
a. young men decided to break up with their girlfriends because they 

would rather live for Jesus than to be forced into an early marriage just 
because of the Urgency of the situation


