
Maranatha Baptist Church February 19, 2006

Growth: Saints Must Grow for the Church To Grow

1. introduction

1.1. Text: 1 Cor 3

1.2. Background

1.2.1. We saw last week that all New Believers must BEGIN as Spiritual Babes

• but it is very embarassing that we CHOOSE to continue to run around in

diapers long after we ought to be teaching others

• with real babies, the APPETITE for MILK, comes almost immediately after

birth

• but the ABILITY to feed properly - needs to be LEARNT by the baby

• but the HUNGER is automatically there

• IF there is a New Birth and a New Creature, there WILL be a HUNGER for

the Things of God!

2Co 5:17* Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
1.2.2. We also saw that the Saint in Christ has NO EXCUSE to continue remaining

as a Spiritual Babe

• in fact, there are NO LIMITS to Growth for Believers

• you can EAT all you can EAT!

• you can DRINK all you can DRINK

• it doesn’t make you overweight or obese, but it makes you GROW into a

SPIRITUAL GIANT

1.2.3. God has a PLAN for every Believer concerning HOW we are to GROW to

become Giants

• He has given to us the indwelling Spirit of God

1Co 2:11* For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of

man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the

Spirit of God.
• He has given to the church what she needs

(1 Corinthians 1:4-7)

4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is

given you by Jesus Christ;

5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all

knowledge;

6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:
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7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord

Jesus Christ:
• He has given certain men to the church to help the saints to Grow

(Ephesians 4:11-12)

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the

edifying of the body of Christ:
• and so that plan for growth begins in the local church

1.2.4. It is also my BELIEF that Growing Saints are those who will have a BURDEN

for Lost Souls

• until we can treasure the Grace of God that was given to us

• and be transformed into Christlikeness and live like Christ

• and live every day with the anticipation that Christ is coming back

ANYTIME

• it is unlikely that we are going to CARE about others, including the souls

of lost men

• as I said last week, babies can only think about themselves, it requires

maturity to SEE that the needs of others may come first

1.2.5. So it is my belief that for MBC to really move on

• all of us need to begin moving on with our spiritual lives and not only walk

with God but to GROW in Christlikeness

• because I can huff and puff and jump up and down about what we ought

to be doing etc but it will take everyone to FALL in love with Christ again if

we are to have the Change & the Motivation from the INSIDE

• and that change can only happen if there is GROWTH from the inside

1.3. Outline: How to Grow?

1.3.1. v.4 We must Put Away Man-Centered LOYALTY

1.3.2. v.6 We must Put On TEAMWORK in Ministry

1.3.3. v.10 We must Put Away Pragmatism in MINISTRY

1.3.4. v.16 We must Put ON Careful BUILDING

1.3.5. v.18 We must Put Away our Worldly WISDOM

1.3.6. v.21 We must Put Away Man-Centred GLORY

2. v.3 We must Put Away Man-Centered LOYALTY

2.1. Last week we saw that Paul told the church at Corinth that they were CARNAL

2.1.1. and the evidence was that there was Envying, Strife and Divisions there
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2.1.2. Envying - jealousy, discontented with what God has given to us

• leading to strife - or arguments

Pr 28:25* He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that

putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat.
• but continual strife leads to factions and divisions within the church

2.2. v.4 the church was DIVIDED according to Personalities

2.2.1. I want to be clear here that this wasn’t because Paul or Apollos or other men

in the church were trying to form their own Group

• but that the members had started to organize and ALIGN themselves

according to certain CAMPS, depending on the leader or teacher

2.2.2. I want to be clear also that they were not trying to teach from their own

Opinions or their own Doctrines

• but that others had started to build up the “fan club”

• it is the mark of spiritual immaturity to believe that to hold someone up in

high respect - we have to bring someone else down

2.3. v.5 God gives these men for the BENEFIT of the church

2.3.1. “by whom ye believed” - they had brought the GOSPEL to them

2.3.2. “the Lord gave to every man” - these were men that God has rised up to build

up the church

2.4. Examples

2.4.1. “I am more comfortable with so-and-so to guide me” - I believe in the ministry

of the saints, but in areas of growth, I also believe that someone much more

MATURE and EXPERIENCED is needed

• that’s why the Bible calls the pastors “elders” - they are older spiritually

• that’s why Titus 2 tells us that the older saints are to TEACH the younger

ones

2.4.2. when we have a Preference for ONLY certain people in the church

• wait a minute - God put us ALL together as ONE

2.4.3. Where there is no clear Leadership or Direction by the pastor

• others who have a burden and care for the church will stand up to take

the lead

• but this can often lead to a situation where the ministry and work revolves

around strong personalities or leaders on the ground

• and you will see that groups will form that may start to claim loyalty to a

specific leader

• because people gravitate towards CLEAR LEADERSHIP
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2.4.4. an Insecure Pastor or Leader may try to build everything around HIMSELF

• to have everyone revolve around one person or there is fear due to

insecurity because he is afraid to allow someone else to “share” the

limelight

2.4.5. Elsewhere, you will see that people sometimes put the Pastor so high on the

Pedestal

• that they are going to listen to him and follow him EVEN if he is wrong!

2.4.6. Heb 13:7 says that we are to CONSIDER the end of their Conversation - ie.

evaluate their life style, manner of life

(Hebrews 13:7)

7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you

the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their

conversation.
• does he follow the Word of God? is his life patterned after the Word of

God?

• no man is ABOVE the Word of God nor is he exempted from the

requirements of God’s Word

3. v.6 We must Put On TEAMWORK in Ministry

3.1. the Ministry in the local church is about TEAMWORK!

 6* I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
3.1.1. Paul PLANTED, Apollos WATERED

3.1.2. but they were contending in the church about their loyalties to men - some to

Paul, others to Apollos

3.1.3. there are some things I want us to note about our Ministry in the local church:

3.2. We are in a PARTNERSHIP with God Himself!

3.2.1. by the way, that includes ALL OF US

• not just ministry workers alone - God saves us for the Purpose of

ministering to others in this life

3.2.2. God not only gave the INCREASE, it was His SEED that was planted!

3.2.3. it is such a relief that while we need to Labour, it is God that gives us the

INCREASE

• but here is a reminder that IF God is the one that gives the increase, we

ought to be coming to Him in Prayer all the time as a church

• no ministry will prosper or bring fruit unless we are pleading with the Lord

for the increase
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3.3. We are NOBODIES when it comes to the Ministry!

 7* So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but

God that giveth the increase.

3.4. We are ALL on the SAME TEAM

 8* Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall

receive his own reward according to his own labour.
3.4.1. “he that planteth and he that watereth” - ARE ONE, same team

• Paul states here that it was Apollos who built upon his foundation and

that they were all building towards the same GOAL

• and they were working on the same TEAM

3.4.2. that meant that all that contention over personal loyalties was SILLY &

INAPPROPRIATE

• it actually works AGAINST what Paul and Apollos was doing!

• none of them were flattered by this kind of personal loyalty, especially

when the factions were not showing loyalty to CHRIST and God’s work

3.5. We are ALL going to RECEIVE our REWARD

3.5.1. v.8 says “every man shall receive his OWN reward”

• this is not what we call a “ZERO-SUM” Game where there can be only one

winner

• and yet so often we find that when there are contentions and fights in any

organization - it is in this area as people assume that you can only win by

having someone else lose

• brethren - NOBODY can take away your REWARD, only you can LOSE it as

we shall see later

3.5.2. I want us to see also that this reward comes from our “OWN Labour”

• that’s why there is NO OPTING out of labouring for Christ

• we are EXPECTED to Labour

• and we are EXPECTED to receive Rewards

• don’t labour for the pastor - labour for your Beloved Saviour - I’m only a

man and at best I can buy you coffee or lunch

• Labour for the Master who can GIVE to your Eternal Rewards

Heb 6:10* For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of

love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered

to the saints, and do minister.

1Pe 5:4* And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a

crown of glory that fadeth not away.
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3.6. We are ALL in the LORD’s TEAM

 9* For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s

building.
3.6.1. Interestingly, there are 3 Different Illustrations used here

• Labourers - we are colabouring together in the ministry as a church

• Husbandry - we are sheep and Christ is the Shepherd, watching over us

• Building - we are organized as a building, by God

3.6.2. Putting all this together, I want us to SEE what He is trying to get across to us

• God has put EVERYONE together in the local church to WORK TOGETHER,

not to be entertained

• it is to SERVE, not to be SERVED

• and in this local church - He is ultimately the one who LEADS the church,

not any man or leader

• the building pictures for us STRUCTURE & ORGANIZATION, where every

member is WHERE he or she is where God wants them to be

• that’s why it is so important that we are all able to know what is God’s

Will for our lives

3.6.3. It is God’s Will

• that we are members in a faithful local church

• that we are serving in that local church

• and that we are serving in the proper place within that local church

• and that when we are serving, we are working WITH God Himself

• I want us to notice that in this verse, God is in the CENTRE of it all

1Pe 2:5* Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus

Christ.

4. v.10 We must Put Away Pragmatism in MINISTRY

4.1. v.10 Paul tells us that we need to TAKE HEED how we build

4.1.1. it is not enough to just be participating in building God’s work through the

local church, we must TAKE HEED (pay attention) to HOW we are doing it

4.1.2. because there is a RIGHT & WRONG way to do this!

4.2. v.11 We must Take HEED to the Foundation

4.2.1. that foundation is Christ and Christ alone

4.2.2. He must be in the CENTRE of what we are doing, not man or anything else

• the pastor cannot be at the centre, neiither can the leadership, nor the

church, nor the members, nor the ministry
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• only Christ can be the centre and No.1 in all that we do!

(Colossians 1:17, 18)

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
4.2.3. we must avoid PRAGMATISM in what we do

• and practice FAITHFULNESS to God’s Word instead

• Pragmatism teaches that 

4.2.4. our ministries cannot afford to be MAN-CENTRED

• children, teen workers - are we more concerned about being BUDDIES to

the young people instead of being the SALT and LIGHT of this world to

them?

• you may be the ONLY spiritual light that they are going to see in this life

and will they see you? or will they see Christ?

4.3. v.12 We must Take HEED to the Materials

4.3.1. because the materials - ie. what we use to BUILD is important

4.3.2. poor materials means that it will not stand the test of INSPECTION by God

4.3.3. it also means that it will not stand the test of TIME or the STRESS of life

4.3.4. the choice of materials are either Temporary or they are ETERNAL

• brethren, how are we LIVING for Christ?

• how are we building in our lives?

• what are we building within the local church?

4.4. v.13 We must Take HEED to our Work

4.4.1. because of that, we need to take heed to HOW we do God’s Work

4.4.2. are we investing our lives in the TEMPORARY or are we investing our lives in

things that are ETERNAL?

• our careers will be forgotten just 50 yrs from now, so will our advanced

diplomas and degrees

• teachers, however good you may be - your students will mostly forget you

in 30 yrs’ time - and while they may move on to successful careers, their

eternal souls are worth more to God than their temporary careers and

success

• it is easy to spend lots of our time relaxing in front of the TV or at a

movie, but seriously in another 10 yrs’ time - few movies or TV shows are

worth anything, much less ETERNITY

4.4.3. Take HEED - HOW are we using our Time? Treasure? Talent?
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4.5. v.14 We must Take HEED to our Rewards

4.5.1. we must take hheed that we do not LOSE our rewards in heaven

5. v.16 We must Put ON Care in our BUILDING Effort

5.1. We are not only One TEAM, we are One TEMPLE

 16* ¶ Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God

dwelleth in you?
5.1.1. not only are we part of a team and are working together

• but Paul continues with the idea of the Building in (v.9) to show us that

this building happens to be the Temple of the Spirit of God

5.1.2. the “ye” here tells us that he is referring to ALL of us, the members of the

local church

• this not a physical building, but rather the Spiritual Building that God is

putting together through US - the members of the local church

5.2. We are part of God’s Holy Temple

 17* If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of

God is holy, which temple ye are.
5.2.1. there is a SERIOUS Warning for CAREFUL LIVING

• “IF any man DEFILE” - the context here still has to do with the spiritual

building and what we do in our labour to add to this building effort

5.2.2. we saw earlier that we can DEFILE the work by our man-centered Pragmatism

• we can also defile the work by our man-centred Excellence

• there is a difference between God-centered and Man-centred Excellence

5.2.3. that’s why we have to TAKE HEED because God’s Temple cannot be built on

Carnal or worldly materials

• it cannot be built on Contention or Strife

• it cannot be built on Jealousy or Competition

• it cannot be built on Insecurity, nor on Selfish Agenda

• it cannot be built on Personalities or Self-Glory either

6. v.18 We must Put Away our Worldly WISDOM

6.1. We need to REJECT our worldly Wisdom and SEEK God’s Wisdom

 18* ¶ Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in

this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.
6.1.1. the Pragmatism that Paul was dealing with comes from worldly wisdom

• whenever we use our OWN Ideas instead of going back to the Bible, we

are guilty of turning to worldly wisdom
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6.1.2. “let him become a fool” - ie. to REJECT our worldly wisdom

• you can’t reject it if you have nothing to replace it with and that’s where

we need to be TRANSFORMED

(Romans 12:2)

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and

acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

6.2. One Example we see is in HOW we do Problem-Solving in our lives

6.2.1. is it guided by Godly and Biblical WIsdom or it is founded upon Pragmatism

and Worldly Wisdom?

6.2.2. Do we use a Biblical solution or do we come up with our own solution?

• one example I often see is that instead of turning to the Lord and

WAITING upon the Lord - we take things into our own hands and try to

figure things out on our own and get into trouble

Jer 14:22* Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can

cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD

our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these

things.

Isa 40:31* But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be

weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

6.3. God OUR WISDOM as FOOLISHNESS

 19* For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He

taketh the wise in their own craftiness.

 20* And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.
6.3.1. the Lord is clear about this - the wisdom of this world is FOOLISHNESS

• He is NOT IMPRESSED by the latest ideas, learning or FADs

(1 Corinthians 1:19, 20)

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to

nothing the understanding of the prudent.

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this

world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
6.3.2. He says here that if we depend on our own wisdom, we are NOT Spiritually

wise and God is not impressed
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6.3.3. God catches us in own craftiness

Job 5:13* He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the

froward is carried headlong.
6.3.4. v.20 and He evaluates our thoughts and they are NOTHING to HIm

6.3.5. Illus: the Worst Counsel I received was from an elder

• to get legal help from someone who was better connected with the judge

who’s going to be presiding the case

• God used that situation for me to settle for myself that He alone is more

than sufficient to deliver me

1Sa 24:15 The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between me and

thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand.
• that was one of the factors that eventually settled the issue of whether I

should come over to MBC or not

7. v.21 We must Put Away Man-Centred GLORY

 21* ¶ Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;

 22* Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things

present, or things to come; all are yours;

 23* And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.

7.1. v.21 Paul was pointing out the Real Problem

7.1.1. it had to do with their IMMATURITY

• that they had become Man-centered instead of Christ-centered

• and that they had followed their own Worldly Wisdom instead of Godly

Wisdom

7.1.2. we need to be FOCUSED on God’s Glory

• God’s glory IN our lives

• God’s glory IN the church

• not on anything that we can do on our own, Paul was clear that we cannot

bring glory to God on our own terms

Ro 7:18* For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good

thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is

good I find not.

7.2. v.22 Paul, Apollos, Peter and everything that God has given are for the

church’s benefit

7.2.1. they are all given for EDIFICATION - to build up the church, no to DIVIDE the

church
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7.2.2. while they were claiming some leaders for their own, Paul was telling them

that ALL of them were for their benefit

7.3. What is God’s Solution to Bringing Everyone to Maturity?

(Ephesians 4:11-16)

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and

some, pastors and teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the

edifying of the body of Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of

Christ:

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried

about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,

whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is

the head, even Christ:

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which

every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every

part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
7.3.1. God gives the church as a place to help direct the Growth of the Saints

7.3.2. God gives certain men to the church to help Perfect the Saints

7.3.3. God seeks our Maturity so that we can DO the work of the Ministry and Build

up other Believers

8. Conclusion: WHAT to Do?

8.1. Illus: my early years as a Christian

8.1.1. was still spiritually immature and had a need for Growth

• was growing rapidly and had a hunger for God’s Word

• had separated from various man-centered situations and focused instead

on my Saviour and seeking to be like Him

8.1.2. the growth was interrupted by something that happened in church

• a brilliant preacher, but someone who had very poor character and was

building his personal cult group - both Bro. Joshua and I had sat under

this man’s teaching

• but something in me died each week and I eventually left and 6 months

later I found that there was a church split and some brothers were forever
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severed from one another

• I eventually joined the group that left and was back in church years later

8.1.3. I found myself with the issue of not being able to grow

• because I had allowed one man to take my eyes off the Lord, and that led

to many years of being off-the-track and not experiencing spiritual growth

• this led to a habit and pattern also - I became man-centered in church

• If the pastor wasn’t preaching and someone else preached instead, I got

nothing out of it - because I was more focused on man than on what God

was trying to get through to me from His Word

8.1.4. I may be speaking to someone today who is facing Discouragement because

• you have gone from being Christ-centered to being Man-centered

• worse, maybe the longer you dwell on your problem, the more you have

become Self-Centered, which is another form of man-centeredness

8.2. Self-Examination Questions

8.2.1. Where are our Eyes centered on Today?

8.2.2. What is our Mind Focused on Today?

8.2.3. Where is our Heart Fixed on Today?

8.2.4. What is our Body Indulging us Today?

8.2.5. Where are our Feet taking us Today?

8.2.6. What is the Direction of Our Walk Today?
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